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Mr. MCINTYRE changed his vote 
from ‘‘no’’ to ‘‘aye.’’ 

So the amendment was rejected. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Clerk 

will read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Transpor-

tation, Housing and Urban Development, and 
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2008’’. 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Chairman, 
I rise today in support of H.R. 3074, the FY08 
Transportation-HUD Appropriations bill. 

I want to thank Chairman OBEY, Chairman 
OLVER, Ranking Member KNOLLENBERG and 
the Appropriations Committee for their hard 
work on this piece of legislation. 

This bill contains vital funding for the Hous-
ton METRO’s North and Southeast New Starts 
projects. The New Starts project will allow 
METRO to continue funding implementation of 
rail and bus rapid transit portions in the North 
Corridor Project and the Southeast Corridor 
Projects that are in or service our district. 

METRO will use this funding for final design, 
land acquisition and construction for the North 
Corridor Project and the Southeast Corridor 
Projects. 

Houston is the Nation’s fourth largest city 
and the region is becoming increasingly con-
gested. We have a critical need for a com-
prehensive rapid transit system. 

The funds that have been allocated for the 
New Starts Program will improve mobility and 
transportation options for my constituents and 
benefit the greater Houston area. 

This bill also contains funding for an Eco-
nomic Development Initiative for the Harris 
County Community and Economic Depart-
ment’s Community Transit Study. 

This funding will allow HUD to study two 
areas in our district, the Northshore area and 
city of Galena Park, for transit improvements 
such as sidewalks, street lights, and transit 
shelters. 

Unfortunately, this bill does not provide 
funding for several projects that I strongly sup-
port. 

These projects are: the Harrisburg Grade 
Crossing, Texas Department of Transpor-
tation’s Design and Construction of Direct 
Connectors from Beltway 8 to U.S. 59 North, 
the city of Baytown’s Texas Avenue 

Streetscape Program, the Brays Bayou Bike/ 
Pedestrian Bridge at Mason Park, the Houston 
Zoo’s Enhanced Zoo Interpretives Project, and 
the Houston Port Region’s Economic Recov-
ery Task Force. 

While it is impossible to fund all of the 
projects that we request, I believe that these 
programs need Federal funding. 

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Chairman, in accordance 
with House earmark reforms, I would like to 
place into the RECORD a listing of Congres-
sionally-directed projects in my home State of 
Idaho that are contained within the report to 
the Transportation, Housing and Urban Devel-
opment Subcommittee. I am grateful for their 
inclusion in this bill. 

I’d like to take just a few minutes to de-
scribe why I supported these projects and why 
they are valuable to the Nation and its tax-
payers. 

The bill contains $900,000 for the City of 
Rocks Back Country Byway in my Congres-
sional District. This 16.7 mile long project is lo-
cated on the popular City of Rocks Back 
Country Byway in Cassia County, Idaho, and 
provides the only direct access to the City of 
Rocks National Reserve. When fully com-
pleted, the project will pave a 1.0 mile gravel 
segment, reconstruct 15.7 miles of deficient 
roadway, correct deteriorated road and slope 
conditions, provide a wider road with shoul-
ders and guardrail, and improve the road’s 
alignment by reducing the number and sever-
ity of sharp curves and steep grades. These 
improvements will increase safety for the driv-
ing public and provide safer access for bicycle 
and pedestrian traffic. These improvements 
will also significantly reduce the amount of on- 
going maintenance required to keep the route 
usable. This project has received Federal 
funding in previous years. This project was re-
quested by the Idaho Transportation Depart-
ment. 

The report contains $300,000 for the I–84, 
Curtis Road to Broadway IC Widening. This 
project would widen I–84 through east Boise, 
adding eastbound and westbound fourth 
lanes. This widening is needed to alleviate 
congestion and safety issues caused by the 
continued fast growth in the Treasure Valley. 
This project was requested by the Idaho 
Transportation Department. 

The report contains $500,000 for the Idaho 
Transit Coalition’s program to improve bus 
and bus facilities all across the State of Idaho. 
The funding will assist Ada County Highway 
District’s Commuteride, Boise State University, 
the Coeur d’Alene Tribe, the City of Ketchum, 
the Ketchum/Sun Valley Transit Authority, 
KART, the City of Moscow, the City of Poca-
tello, the University of Idaho, and Valley Re-
gional Transit. The majority of these projects 
are identified in the ‘‘Idaho Statewide Public 
Transportation Needs and Benefits Study’’ 
compiled by the Idaho Transportation Depart-
ment in 1996 and subsequent local studies 
and plans. All projects are identified in the 
Transportation Improvement and the State-
wide Transportation Improvement Plan. The 
current request represents only a small 
amount of what will be needed to maintain 
and expand Idaho’s public transportation cap-
ital system to meet the demands of the State’s 
rapidly growing population. This project has 
received federal funding in previous years. 
The funding was requested by the Idaho Tran-
sit Coalition. 
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